ONE YEAR ON
Highlights of Government Progress since the Girl Summit towards the Elimination Female Genital Mutilation and Child, Early and Forced Marriage
Updates on Government efforts on the elimination of FGM/C and Child, Early and Forced Marriage as reported through regular UNICEF cooperation and other
Government submissions to treaty bodies.
Country

Highlights of Progress

Austria

The brochure “tradition and violence against women” was extended in 2014. It focuses on forced marriage and FGM, aims to cover all
aspects of these topics and to create awareness and sensitivity on tradition-based forms of violence. Particularly highlighted are
counselling and support services such as the emergency shelter for girls and young women threatened or affected by forced marriage
offering crisis support and accommodation 24/7. The shelter cooperates closely with the free nationwide women’s helpline (0800222555). Furthermore, various research and counselling projects focusing on forced marriage and FGM were funded with about EUR
380,000 in 2014 by the Federal Ministry of Education and Women’s Affairs. These projects are implemented by civil society
organisations which contribute to empowerment and awareness within local communities, and cooperate internationally. Multilanguage counselling facilitates accessibility to women of various migration backgrounds. In the upcoming reform of Austria’s Criminal
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Code, forced marriage, which is now punishable as grave coercion, will be introduced specifically as a punishable act. As provided by
the Istanbul-Convention, also the displacement for the purpose of forced marriage abroad will be included in the criminal code.
Afghanistan

There have been national campaign events. The British Embassy and Afghan Institute of Higher Education held a panel discussion on
Early and Forced Marriage in partnership with UNICEF representatives, Women for Afghan Women and other CSOs. New government
is showing concern in issues concerning women and girls spearheaded by the first Lady. DFID and UNFPA are in dialogue about a strategy
for the country. UNICEF Afghanistan participated in a global programme meeting on ending CEFM and is eligible for regional funds from
IKEA Foundation to support ending child marriage.

Bangladesh

Revision of the 1929 Child Marriage Restraints Act with regards to the decrease in age of marriage. At present the draft law is under
review with the Ministry of Law and the last version of the draft maintains the minimum age for marriage at 18 years. According to
national NGOs and women activist groups, the current draft includes a clause that allows 16-year-old girls to marry with parental
consent. The development partners at large have continued advocating with parliamentarians, sector ministries and the Prime
Minister’s office on the importance of maintaining minimum age of marriage at 18 alongside strengthening the components of penalty
and overall law enforcement. The Bangladesh Girl Summit was organized by BRAC, DFID and government and about 350 young people
participated. There is also a lot of national media coverage on harmful effects of child marriage, including around the July 2014 Summit.
Bangladesh is currently engaged in the implementation of the global programme on ending child marriage (UNFPA and UNICEF). While
due to political instabilities and other unforeseen circumstances the NPA has not been finalized as planned by end of 2014, the leading
Ministry for this task, the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, has actively partnered with all development partners working on this
issue to develop a five-year costed NPA. On behalf of development partners, UNICEF and UNFPA have been coordinating this exercise
and three national consultations have taken place to consolidate inputs of sector ministries and all NGOs. A set of seven divisional
consultations are due to take place through July after which a national endorsement workshop is due in August. It is thus expected that
by September 2015, the country will have its NPA for implementation.

Benin

Benin celebrated the Day of the African Child in 2015 with a high-level panel led by the Ministry of the Family. It also held youth
consultations in Cotonou to survey youth opinions about what they can do to end child marriage. School children across the country
took part in debates and decentralized marches calling for families and Government to have no tolerance for child marriage.

Burkina Faso

Legal age of marriage is currently 17 years. Efforts to rectify this are being developed through UNICEF and UNFPA comments and
recommendations to be shared with Ministry of Justice within the frame of the revision of the Family and Persons Code as well as
revision of the Penal Code. Advocacy will continue with the Transition National Council mandate to vote the revisions. Dialogue between
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government and civil society partners has resulted in a three-year national strategy on abandonment of child marriage (2015-2017). A
national theory of change informs Burkina Faso’s implementation of global programmes to end FGM/C and CM. National launch of the
African Union Campaign to End Child Marriage in Dori, Sahel Region in March 2015. Sahel region is the focus of major efforts to eliminate
FGM/C and child marriage.
Canada

The Government of Canada continues to intensify efforts to address child, early and forced marriage. Since 2013, Canada has provided
over $38 million to support targeted programming to end this practice around the world. Further to Canada’s Girl Summit
Commitments:


Democratic
Republic of
Congo

Egypt

Canada worked with Zambia to co-lead the 2014 UN General Assembly resolution on CEFM, which has helped to build consensus
for a CEFM target in the post-2015 development agenda.
 Canada provided a $20 million contribution to UNICEF which has helped to accelerate the movement to end CEFM in six
countries by building capacity and increasing political will to address the issue and also supporting south-south cooperation on
CEFM.
 Canada has been pleased to support the African Union Campaign to End Child Marriage, in particular through support for
advocacy at major AU events and the ongoing country-level launches.
 Canada’s support to the Royal Commonwealth Society has enabled valuable research on the impacts and the role of education
in preventing CEFM in Commonwealth countries.
 At home, Canada has introduced new legislation to strengthen Canadian laws to prevent early and forced marriage, as well as
other harmful cultural practices.
UNICEF-DRC is supporting the alignment of national law with international conventions and to incorporate legal frameworks. An
example is a revision to the family code. A partnership between DFID, UNICEF and Canada organized a panel event for the International
Day of the Girl and the Minister of Gender, the Family and the Child was in attendance. There were over 200 participants. A UNICEF
Youth reporter Merveille published articles highlighting discussions at the Girl Summit and a pledge was also uploaded on the Girl
Summit website. A Youth Action plan to end child marriage was developed. In October 2014, the Day of the Girl Child and a Youth
Summit were marked to sensitize people on the dangers of CM and FGM/C.
Egypt has strengthened the capacity of its prosecutors and other law enforcement personnel on FGM/C. The National Population
Council of Egypt also launched a strategy on early marriage for the period 2015-2020. The Egypt National Strategy for Family
Empowerment 2014-2018 contains an operational plan to achieve objectives around implementation of the laws and changing of public
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opinion to favour FGM/C abandonment. Egypt is also implementing its family empowerment package nationally that includes economic
and social services. The National Population Council is currently working on a national survey on FGM/C and child marriage to
complement the results of the EDHS 2014. Egypt continues to participate actively in the implementation of UNFPA/UNICEF joint
programme to end FGM/C.
Ethiopia

Increased budget allocation by 10%
A national roadmap development which include national and sub-national theory of change, costed plan, M&E framework, capacity
development needs of national level and sub-national coordination mechanisms and the investment so far on addressing child marriage
and FGM/C is initiated, endorsed by the Ministry of Women, Children and Youth Affairs and the Steering Committee. The roadmap is
expected to provide baseline data so that government takes action in allocating resources. The costed plans are expected to be resource
mobilization tools as it gives the required investment to address child marriage and FGM/C in the country.
Accountability Mechanism
A high-level platform led by the Deputy Prime Minster and composed of ministers, the UN resident coordinator, and representatives of
CSO which will provide over sighting and overall follow-up of the country’s progresses in addressing HTPs. The TOR is developed and it
is planned to be officially formed and launched during the National Girls’ Summit event. At the summit, key ministries including
Education, Health, Justice, Finance and Economy Development, DAG, RC and Inter-religious Council which is an umbrella organization
for major faith based organizations will express their commitment on how they will be contributing to the realization of the target to
end both practices by 2025. The RC will express commitment on behalf of the UN Agencies in particular UNICEF, UNFPA and UN Women.
Ethiopia has created a shared national vision to mobilize different actors by familiarizing the commitment and role of stakeholders
during various events, organizing a National Girls’ Summit which will help in strengthening the current effort and taking the following
concrete actions under each action area of the commitment.
Data
- Questions regarding FGM/C and child marriage are included in the upcoming EDHS planned to be held in 2016 better than the previous
years. The National Survey on the status of child marriage, FGM/C and Abduction which is led by UNICEF is progressing. The draft report
on the mapping research on child marriage is under review.
1. Coordination mechanisms
- The National Alliance to end child marriage and the FGM/C Network are officially merged and named National Alliance to end child
marriage and FGM/C. A logo of the Alliance has been endorsed, and government has endorsed the idea of establishing a secretariat to
provide technical guidance and support to the steering committee and the Alliance in general. The merger was launched at the National
Girls’ Summit held on June 25 at Sheraton Hotel in the presence of the Deputy Prime Minister, sectoral ministers, regional presidents,
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bureau head, representatives of CSO, UN Agencies and other development partners. In addition, other programmatic actions like
development and implementation of comprehensive ending child marriage and FGM/C programs have continued in different regions,
initiative on standardization of social mobilization guideline and tools are started. Ethiopia is an active participant in the UNFPA-UNICEF
Joint Programme on FGM/C and the global programme to end child marriage, having hosted global consultation meetings for both
programmes this year.
European
Union

Fighting against traditional harmful practices and social norms, including CEFM and FGM, is a clear priority under the 2014-2020 EU
external cooperation programming phase. The European External Action Service (EEAS) and the European Commission have collectively,
since 2014 and on-going, supported 14 projects with actions on FGM, for a total amount of 6.5 M €, (Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Uganda,
Tanzania, Egypt, Senegal, Benin, Togo and Yemen). We have funded grassroots projects implemented by local partners to supporting
international NGOs and UN agencies. A call for proposals has been launched and evaluated to develop a web-based knowledge platform
on FGM for professionals coming into contact with victims and girls at risk. Proposals have also been submitted under the harmful
practices call (4.5 million euro) - http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/calls/just_2014_rdap_ag_harm_en.htm. On CEFM: We are
supporting the AU campaign to end child marriage, notably in DRC through partnering with the Congolese national authorities, UNICEF
and UNFPA at the occasion of the national launching event in May. We consider joining end of this year the UNICEF-UNFPA Global
Initiative to end CEFM, after our participation to the Girls Not Bride and Donor Working Group on CEFM in Casablanca in May 2015.

Gambia

Draft law on FGM has been developed but has not moved forward into being passed. Girl Generation was launched in October. Gambia
continues to participate actively in the implementation of UNFPA/UNICEF joint programme to end FGM/C.

Ghana

Ghana conducted a budget analysis of current child protection related budget allocations and expenditures at national and subnational
level. The analysis will help establish what levels of budget lines are being dedicated to address child marriage and other protection
issues. Ghana established a Child Marriage Unit which has developed a national framework on ensuring operationalization of
commitments. The Ghana Education Service also has formed a unit with a focus on Girl Education. An advisory board for the CM unit
held an event and called on traditional leaders, media and other government agencies to be on board with the efforts towards ending
FGM/C and child marriage. Ghana is involved in the implementation of the global programme on child marriage (UNFPA and UNICEF).

Guinea

New $1.5 million US Embassy grant to support in abandoning FGM/C. In 2014, 74 communities publicly declared an end to FGM/C.
Implementation of global programme on FGM/C, however the Ebola crisis has delayed this process. Guinea continues to participate
actively in the implementation of UNFPA/UNICEF joint programme to end FGM/C.
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Guinea Bissau

UK and Canadian government agreed on a joint project on FGM/C at a cost of £8,000. Funding for projects are decreasing in Guinea
Bissau generally. Guinea-Bissau continues to participate actively in the implementation of UNFPA/UNICEF joint programme to end
FGM/C. There is the National Committee for Abandonment of Harmful practices which engages in awareness creation through national
and international media.

India

In October, 2014, DFID held a meeting with civil society attendees to the summit to get feedback. India is currently implementing the
global programme on CM (UNFPA and UNICEF).

Kenya

A national radio programme held an interactive discussion open to the general public as a follow-up to the Girl Summit with a
representative from the Anti-FGM Board. The Girl Generation launched in Kenya in 2014. Kenya actively participates in the UNFPAUNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C, including technical support to its Department for Public Prosecution and the Anti-FGM Board that
implement the Prohibition of FGM Act. The Joint Programme also supports civil society organizations, religious and community leaders
in high prevalence areas.

Liberia

Since the Girl Summit, the Domestic Violence Act crafted which also speaks against FGM and CEFM as violence has been endorsed by
Cabinet and is pending passage by the National Legislature for enactment and printing into hand bills. We are still continuing our
constructive engagements with stakeholders to ensure that the process is finalized. The National Policy on Girls’ Education is also being
enforced as a way of reducing Child, Early and Forced Marriage. The Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection is currently
sponsoring 185 vulnerable girls (some abused girls, FGM and related Victims) etc. in boarding schools: 125 girls were enrolled at the
Victoria Tolbert Girls Hostel in Gbalatuah, Bong County, 30 girls on the Bromley Mission and additional 30 girls enrolled at the Ricks
Institute, Montserrado County. Besides the formal education, the Liberian government and international partners have been training
girls and young women in Business Development and job skills. Prominent among such program is the Economic Empowerment of
Adolescent Girls and young Women (EPAG) Project, being managed by The Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection with
sponsorship from the World Bank and SIDA. The EPAG project aims to address the under participation of youth in the labour market by
increasing employment and incomes among Liberian young women. EPAG comprises a four month classroom training phase, followed
by a five month job placement phase. Classroom training consists of technical and behavioural skills training—along with life skills and
literacy / numeracy strengthening. During the placement phase, the EPAG service providers transition the girls from the classroom to
the world of work, offering micro-enterprise advisory services and job placement support and monitoring. To date, EPAG has trained
nearly 3,500 young women in three counties: Montserrado, Margibi, and Grand Bassa. Evidence from a rigorous impact evaluation
indicates that the project has been quite successful. The project has increased employment by 47 percent and average weekly earnings
by 80 percent among project beneficiaries compared to a control group. The project has also significantly increased girls’ savings. EPAG
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is one of the most successful youth skills development projects evaluated to-date and has also proven to be cost-effective when
compared to similar programs globally.
Mali

Evaluation of 2010-2014 plan completed in 2014 and 2015-2019 plan developed and finalized in December 2014. Plan has not yet been
disseminated. Mali continues to participate actively in the implementation of UNFPA/UNICEF joint programme to end FGM/C.

Mozambique

In July, the Government launched the national campaign against CEFM. There was also an update of the national costed strategy to
prevent and eliminate child marriage 2015-2019. Implementation of global programme on child marriage. A secondary statistical
analysis on child marriage and adolescent pregnancy in Mozambique has also informed the implementation of the strategy.

Nepal

The Government is developing the National Strategy to end Child Marriage with support from UN partners. Ministry of Women, Children
and Social Welfare organized a Girl Power conference in collaboration with 13 organizations. There are plans for a Girl Summit in Nepal,
and implementation of global programme on CM. Formative research has been completed in 6 districts to inform the development of
a national strategy being handled by UNICEF and the government.

Netherlands

Netherlands continues to raise FGM and CEFM on the domestic and international political agenda. Netherlands was a core group
member of CEFM resolutions in UNGA 3rd Committee and Human rights Council. Netherlands is more intensively supporting Girls not
Brides. Domestically, Netherlands organises a national platform meeting in October 2015 on CEFM related subjects. Also in October
2015, a high level expert meeting on fighting CEFM will be held.
Netherlands has increased funding to prevent CEFM: Euro 20 mln to support UNICEF/UNFPA global programme to end CM, EUR 6 mln
to 4 Dutch NGOs working on CM prevention.
Netherlands will have strategic partnerships with alliances of Dutch NGOs working on CEFM as from September onwards. Netherlands
will also enter into a partnership on CEFM with an International NGO. Final choice on NGOs with what budgets will be made end of
August 2015.
Domestic research on the scale and nature of CEFM in the Netherlands was carried out and further research has started.
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Awareness raising among the Dutch public through campaigns and use of social media continues.
Niger

Niger has produced a new Situation Analysis and Multi-Actor, Multi-Sector National Plan of Action to Strengthen Actions for Adolescents
and a strategy to accelerate girls’ enrolment in school. An experimental program of scholarships for girls from rural colleges has
managed to keep 1,000 girls in school in two regions and the creation of learning centres for alternative school. On International Human
Rights Day, 10 December 2014, Niger launched the African Union Campaign to end Child Marriage. As a result, 135 villages are
implementing actions to reduce harmful traditional practices such as child marriage and FGM with a total of 64,200 agents of change,
out of which 21,050 are adolescents. Additionally, 80 grain mills, 70 huskers, 12 threshers, 94 water pumps, 200 sewing machines and
212 carts were distributed to rural girls and women in order to lighten the burden of domestic chores. Traditional and religious leaders
were rallied to commit in favour of reducing the incidence of maternal mortality and fistula. The 2015 Day of the African Child was
celebrated in Niger by the Minister of Population, Women’s Promotion and Child Protection. Niger is currently implementing the global
programme on CM (UNFPA and UNICEF).

Nigeria

The government of Nigeria through the Ministry of health and women affairs at the federal and state levels provides leadership in
development of a legal framework and community involvement towards eliminating of FGM/C. A law has been passed just recently to
that effect. Nigeria continues to participate actively in the implementation of UNFPA/UNICEF joint programme to end FGM/C. There is
on-going sensitization and awareness creation in 89 communities in the State of Osun on FGM/C. February 6th was marked Day of Zero
Tolerance to FGM/C.

Norway

Internationally, Norway launched a new strategy to increase our effort against FGM last summer. With this strategy, we have doubled
the resources allocated to civil society and international organizations working against FGM. This includes a new pilot cooperation with
Somalia. Norway continues to strengthen efforts on education and global health as it is well known that girls' education greatly improves
children's life expectancy and health and contributes to later marriages and child births. To ensure increased international efforts on
education, a high - level summit was hosted by Norway on the 6th and 7th of July this year. Domestically, Norway follows the "Action
plan against forced marriage, female genital mutilation and severe restrictions on young people's freedom (2013-2016)". Economic
support has been strengthened within national housing and support services for young adults over 18 years subjected to forced
marriage or honour crimes.

Pakistan

Girls United for Human Rights working on child marriage in the SWAT region.
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Portugal

Since the Girl Summit 2014, several activities have taken place in Portugal, under the Third Program of Action for the Prevention and
Elimination of Female Genital Mutilation 2014-2017. Interventions have been particularly focused on the health sector. Two new
postgraduate courses have been promoted in Greater Lisbon, targeted at health professionals who work in areas of greatest risk. These
prepare doctors and nurses to provide training for and raise awareness among local stakeholders such as commissions for protection
of child rights, NGOs, immigrants associations and teachers. Sensitizing, preventing, informing and training are priorities, as well as the
legal dimension of FGM. FGM is punishable as a serious offence. Early last year, three proposals to change the Criminal Code were
presented in the Portuguese Parliament, in order to make FGM a specific criminal offence. This process will be concluded in mid-2015.
A prevalence study on FGM in Portugal will soon be complete. This will make it possible to identify, more precisely, the number of girls
and women who have undergone FGM (and at what age) or are at risk, where FGM is practiced. It will include analysis of affected
communities’ perceptions of FGM and of national policies, which will contribute to the development of further prevention strategies.

Government of Measures in Punjab (2014-2015) for Prevention of Child/Early/Forced Marriage: Two Laws passed to prevent Child/Early/Forced
the Punjab
Marriage on March 6, 2015; Punjab Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Act 2015: Provides for strict punishments and fines for child
marriages under 16 years for girls and under 18 years for boys; Punjab Muslim Family Laws (amendment) Act 2015: Ensures mandatory
registration of marriages and proper filling of the marriage form (Nikahnama) with consent of both bride and groom. This removes
interference from those who solemnize the marriage and are opposed to grant of rights to women/girls in marriage; Punjab Women’s
Helpline routinely takes complaints of threat of early marriage and has guided girls and family about the new laws with strict
punishment.
Senegal

There is a national coordinating body in place for FGM/C that supports a multi-sectoral approach to ending FGM/C and child marriage.
Senegal is improving the functioning of its law enforcement mechanisms. It is actively empowering communities and adolescents to
end the practice. Senegal is an active participant in the implementation of global programme on FGM/C.

Sierra Leone

UNICEF is supporting the MSWGCA and the Forum against harmful practices to develop a national strategy against FGM/C. Two research
studies have been completed by UNICEF. Process of negotiating on a national campaign and workshops has slowed due to the EVD
outbreak. In a positive light however, FGM/C has decreased due to a temporary law passed by traditional leaders and government
against the practice due to Ebola.

Somalia

Ministries in all three zones of Somalia agreed on endorsing and implementing legislations and policies on FGM and adopting one FGM/C
action plan, which served as an input for a wider national action plan for gender based violence. All three zones of Somalia have actively
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participated in the implementation of the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C. In Somaliland, similar follow-ups have been made
with the First Lady and the Government Ministries, where the commitment towards the zero tolerance was reiterated.
Sudan

Sudan advanced on the drafting of the first national strategy and action plan to eliminate child marriage in collaboration with
development partners. The NCCW has also strengthened the national coordination mechanism through the National Task Force. In
October 2014, the National Council for Child Welfare (NCCW) held regional workshop called the Saleema Forum to disseminate good
practices in changing social norms around girls, learned from the Saleema Initiative. A national toolkit was launched. Sudan has been
an active participant in the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme on FGM/C. Government continues to strengthen social dynamics for
change and abandoning FGM/C through the Saleema Initiative, which is a project developed to protect girls from FGM/C. A national
conference will be organized in November 2015 to disseminate knowledge and best practices to enhance effectiveness in addressing
issues affecting women and girls. The NCCW conducted several activities to eliminate Female Genital Mutilation(FGC) and Child Early/
Forced Marriage with the collaboration of partners including the following:





Tanzania

Uganda

Approval of a draft national strategy for the abandonment of child marriage.
A study entitled “The National Coordination Mechanism for Abandonment of FGC”.
Establishment of a National Task Force to support abandonment of female genital mutilation (6 states).
Conducted training for trainers concerning religious scholars and community dialogue about the benefits of abandonment of
FGM/C and community dialogues.
Graça Machel and the Minister for Community Development, Gender and Children launched the National Ending Child Marriage
Campaign. Campaign started with the Mara region.
The Ministry of Education approved funding for $60,000 to support gender in education activities.
UN agencies, Academics and CSOs held a meeting in September after the Girl summit to discuss the development of a national strategy
for CM and FGM/C. In December, DFID Uganda together with the First lady held a discussion event in Karamoja on effects of FGM. The
Uganda National Girl Summit was held in January 2015. Uganda continues to participate actively in the implementation of
UNFPA/UNICEF joint programme to end FGM/C. The MGLSD with support from UNICEF developed a national strategy on ending CM.
The Ministry of Education also developed a policy of retaining pregnant girls in school and also to take back child mothers into the
educational system. Also, a national strategy plan has been prioritized by the Ministry of Education for Girl Education to cover 20152019. A baseline survey was conducted and indicators were developed on teenage pregnancy, child marriage and violence against
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children in schools, which will be monitored annually as part of the Education Management Information System (EMIS) data collection
exercise, so to strengthen evidence on the issues of child marriage and teenage pregnancies.
United
Kingdom

At Girl Summit 2014, the UK government announced an unprecedented package of measures to tackle FGM and child, early and
forced marriage.
Since the Summit, the UK has delivered on these commitments.
Domestically this has meant:








Strengthening the law on FGM significantly, including introducing an offence of failing to protect a girl from risk of FGM, FGM
Protection Orders, and mandatory reporting of FGM by relevant professionals.
Establishing a dedicated FGM Unit which provides outreach support to local areas, and coordinates activity across
government.
Providing resources for frontline professionals and distributing over 440,000 communication materials.
Funding a £3m national FGM Prevention Programme with a package of measures to support NHS staff in preventing FGM,
protecting girls at risk and caring for survivors.
Securing signatures from over 350 leaders of every major religion in the UK to a declaration to make clear that no faith
condones FGM.
Launching a force level inspection on the police response to Honour Based Violence with a focus on FGM and forced marriage.
Funding a programme to bring together experts on FGM to support local authorities and 29 community prevention and
awareness projects, including supporting a network of over 60 community champions.

Internationally:



The UK has launched a £36 million programme to accelerate action to end child marriage, including £8 million for civil society
working on sexual and reproductive health and rights overseas.
The UK has strengthened implementation of its flagship £35 million programme to tackle FGM, including launching the social
change and research components of the programme.
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United States

Since the 2014 Girl Summit, the U.S. Government has been working to prevent and respond to child, early and forced marriage (CEFM)
and end FGM/C. We have provided appropriate health care and access to education to married children and educated students,
teachers, and community leaders on the importance of delaying marriage and the harmful effects of CEFM including the Safe Schools
program in Nepal. We have also studied the effectiveness of programs to delay marriage in Ethiopia, Tanzania, and Burkina Faso and
the impact of programs in India that provide financial incentives to families who keep their girls in school. Results will be released in
early fall 2015 (Tanzania and Ethiopia) and 2016 (Burkina Faso). In Bangladesh, the Protecting Human Rights program supports the
development and momentum on amendments from the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs (MOWCA). A divisional level workshop on
child marriage was held and one immediate outcome was the announcement of an annual national day on prevention of child marriage,
to be observed every September 29 in Bangladesh. A new program in Benin targeting approximately 100,000 beneficiaries was launched
to raise community awareness of the harmful effects of CEFM and the law prohibiting forced marriage and to establish “one-stop” GBV
care centers to provide medical, legal, psychosocial, and economic support to survivors of GBV, including married children. In March,
the Obama Administration announced Let Girls Learn, a new whole-of-government initiative to ensure adolescent girls get the education
they deserve. The U.S. Government launched a new program in fall 2014 to address FGM/C in Guinea. Through partnerships with the
Government of Guinea, UNICEF, Guinea’s First Lady and 26 local civic and human rights organizations, Embassy Conakry established
nationwide educational and media campaigns that encourage policymakers, health professionals, excisors, religious leaders and the
general public to abandon FGM/C. The U.S. government recently updated its FGM/C notice and made it available in six different
languages, reflecting the main languages of the 29 countries of high FGM/C prevalence. Domestically, we provided information on
FGM/C to educators and immigrant and refugee service provider organizations in communities throughout the United States with large
populations of girls at risk and established an information and resources depository with links to health/legal providers, to inform
women and girls of their rights and provide options for those seeking help. On the International Day for Zero Tolerance for FGM/C, the
U.S. conducted its first-ever social media campaign to raise awareness of FGM/C, engaging with over a million individuals.

Government of In response to the state’s high prevalence of child marriage of girls, the Government of West Bengal, India launched Kanyashree
West Bengal
Prakalpa, a Conditional Cash Transfer Scheme which provides scholarships and grants to vulnerable girls on the condition that they
remain in the education matrix and unmarried till 18. The Scheme was launched in October 2013, and nine months later, at the time of
the Girls Summit 2014, 1.5 million girls were brought under its umbrella. This number has now grown to 2.5 million and counting. Not
only do each of these girls have their own bank accounts to which the benefits are electronically transferred, their psychological and
social well-being is enhanced through a structured communication strategy founded on principles of public advocacy and behaviour
change communication methodology. This strategy is beginning to bear fruit – parents who traditionally spoke only of the need to
ensure ‘good grooms’ have now opened their minds to a whole new world of aspirations for their daughters. The Scheme is currently
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expanding its scope providing Kanyashree girls with opportunities for skills development and technical training and moves that are
designed to ensure empowerment in their adult lives.
Yemen

Due to the political unrest in the country, the legal reform processes committed to in the Girl Summit have been slowed down.

Zambia

During 2014, the Government of Zambia reviewed the Marriage Act to harmonize customary and statutory legislation and set a
consistent legal age of marriage at 18. Consultations with various stakeholders on the Marriage Bill is taking place in 2015. During the
National Symposium on Child Marriage in July 2014, local and traditional leaders, international speakers and national Government
officials made commitments to advance the campaign to end child marriage. Zambia carried out an extensive formative research on
dynamics leading to child marriage. Zambia is developing a national strategy and action plan to end child marriage based on findings
from the research, the DHS 2013/14 and Provincial consultations. Zambia is currently implementing the global programme on child
marriage (UNFPA and UNICEF) through which among others support is given to piloting a mix of interventions to delay marriage and
pregnancy. GNB is supporting the newly established NGO coalition to end child marriage. Coordination mechanisms are strengthened
through a Consortium of ten Ministries; cooperating partners meetings and a technical working group involving Ministries, NGOs and
UN.

African Union

Since the Girl Summit, the African Union Campaign to End Child Marriage has continued its leadership on raising awareness of the issue,
extending the campaign until 2018 and supporting national campaigns in African Union member states. National launches have taken
place in Ethiopia, Niger, Chad, Burkina Faso, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. The Day of the African Child in June 2015 had a
thematic focus on ending child marriage. The African Girl Summit, being led by the African Union, is currently being planned for the end
of November 2015.

South
Asia
Initiative
to
End Violence
against

Progress on moving the Child Marriage agenda: The SAIEVAC Regional Action Plan on Ending Child Marriage (RAP-ECM) was adopted in
August 2014. Results of the advocacy to promote government commitment is seen in:
1.
The Regional Parliamentarians meeting on Prevention of Violence against Women and Girls - Child Marriage a Human Rights
Violation, committed to ending child marriage (October 2014).
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Children
(SAIEVAC)

2.
The Regional Convening on using Law to Promote Accountability to End Child Marriage, attended by all SAARC governments
and regional partners negotiated and endorsed the Kathmandu Call for Action (KCA) to end child marriage (November 2014).
3.
The Asia-Pacific Declaration and Action Plan on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics acknowledges the importance of registering
marriages, its contribution to preventing early marriage and to gender equality (November 2014).
4.
The RAP and KCA are also integral to SAIEVAC’s collaboration with SAARC-LAW and the South Asia Association of Child Helplines
(SAACH).
5.
The PEOPLES SAARC declaration (November 2014) calls for legal mechanisms to end all forms of violence including child
marriage.
6.
The SAIEVAC Management Information System (SMIS) has been rolled out (June 2015) and includes assessing data and
information on child marriage in South Asia.
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Progress on non-governmental efforts to end FGM/C and CEFM
The following updates have been submitted by organisations and individuals who participated in Girl Summit 2014. Thank you to everyone who
contributed. Owing to space restrictions we have had to summarise some of the contributions.
If you would like to contribute to this record of progress, please send text of no more than 150 words to cdonahue@unicef.org.
Name

Update

ActionAid, Global

ActionAid continues to raise the profile of FGM programmes and increase understanding of what works to reduce the
prevalence of FGM. ActionAid has developed an anti-FGM Programme Framework which is now being used in Ethiopia, Ghana,
Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal, Somaliland, Sierra Leone, The Gambia and Uganda. ActionAid UK has launched ‘Fearless’; a
major new Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) campaign in the UK, raising profile and support for action on VAWG
ahead of the SDGs. This incorporates, but is not limited to the issues of FGM and CEFM. In Somaliland, ActionAid has developed
radio and television features on the negative impact of FGM and an integrated campaign on FGM has been launched across
three regions of Somaliland. In The Gambia, ActionAid is focusing efforts on engaging with young people to break the cycle of
FGM. In Kenya, ActionAid is working with paralegals, women networks, and girls’ forums to reduce rates of FGM. The
International Anti-FGM Day and 16 Days of Activism has been a key moment for engagement in sensitization involving
approximately 10,000 girls and women.

Alimatu
Dimonekene, UK

Following my role as a guest speaker at Girl Summit 2014, I have established a group called Project ACEi. I have worked with
various agencies and local authorities deliver workshops focusing mainly on developing tools and resources for communitybased action to tackle FGM. Project ACEi is an unfunded group, which has worked tirelessly with DFID, Plan UK, Met Police and
many more organisations to promote a strong sense of awareness, education and community engagement in tackling FGM
within affected communities in UK and Africa. We aim to safeguard girls at risk, whilst promoting a safer wellbeing for women
affected by FGM through support and advocacy. We also advocate against all forms of gender violence through education and
training programs. Project ACEi plans to work in partnership with agencies in Sierra Leone to continue to advocate and
campaign on FGM/C and girls' education.
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AnaLan, Sudan

AnaLan, the Sudanese Youth Initiative to stop FGM (khitan), started in February 2014 and is growing in strength every day. Ana
Lan is Arabic for “I will not”. We ask every individual to take personal responsibility and pledge not to practice FGM (or khitan)
and work against it within their family circles, the work place or educational institution. In Sudan, 87% of females are cut and the
severest cutting and sewing “infibulation” is the most common. We base our strategy on the facts: 60% of the population is
youth, Sudan has 66 universities, education is spreading and there is unprecedented urbanization, use of mobile phone and the
Internet. The youth of today will soon be parents and if they lead the movement to stop FGM we can get rid of this violation
within one or two generations. Our main challenge is the voice of fundamentalists who falsely preach that FGM is an Islamic
requirement.

Angelou Centre,
UK

The Angelou Centre has been working with survivors of FGM as part of our domestic and sexual abuse recovery work. In
December 2014, the project became the first voluntary project in Tyne and Wear to be funded by the Rosa Fund (Esmee
Fairburn) for a nine month project. The Mama & Binti (Mother and Daughter) Project aims to raise awareness and train
communities about the harmful practice of FGM/C to intergenerational women from multiple communities at risk. Working in
both localised and strategic ways, the project is strengthening relationships between communities, the statutory sector and the
voluntary sector, supporting women and girls at risk and creating safer support pathways for women and girls affected by this
abuse. The Mama & Binti Project is further empowered by the support of IMKAAN’s Community Champions Programme,
enabling three multi-lingual volunteers to receive accredited training to deliver training around forced marriage, honour based
violence and FGM. The Angelou Centre has also received funding from the Forced Marriage Unit to create, direct and broadcast
radio plays - created by survivors - about the effects of forced marriage.

Association of
Teachers and
Lecturers (ATL),
UK

ATL, together with Forward, have trained education staff to recognise, report and educate others about FGM. We have raised
awareness in the media and among our members, issued guidance on reporting, and included FGM in our safeguarding
guidance. Campaigns against FGM by Forward, the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), and the
Home Office also feature on our Safer Schools network –www.saferschools.org.uk– making education staff aware of the issue.

The Association
of Senegalese
Lawyers
(Association des
Juristes

The Association of Senegalese Lawyers (Association des Juristes Sénégalaises - AJS) takes daily action to align Senegal’s laws to
international conventions, including removing discriminatory laws against women and children. AJS supported youth to create
a booklet on youth voices to advocate against child marriage. The process also raised awareness among the youth of the causes
and effects of child marriage. AJS also participated in a debriefing meeting organized by the Government of Senegal Direction
of the Family on the Girl Summit, and agreed on follow-up actions including: advocating with government to apply the law on
FGM/C and child marriage and empowerment of girls to not accept child marriage. AJS also supported the activities of
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Sénégalaises AJS), Senegal
BHORE, Nepal

dissemination of the 2012 and 2014 UNGA Resolutions on ending female genital mutilation/cutting. AJS conducted advocacy
activities across Senegal in observance of the Day of the African Child.










British and Irish
Agencies
Afghanistan
Group (BAAG),
Afghanistan

Consultation process to organize Girl Summit 2015: one to one and group consultation with key stakeholders including
Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare, UNICEF, DFID Nepal, INGOs, CSOs, Medias, was carried out to
organize “Girls Summit Nepal 2015”
Discourse and action conducted with Constituent Assembly Members to Incorporate Child Marriage & Dowry Issues in
new constitution of Nepal
Appointment of two Good Will Ambassadors (Ms. Garima Panta, Nepali Film Actress and Dr. C K Singh) of Child
Marriage and Dowry Eradication National Campaign, Nepal
Development & Launching of Social Norms Change Initiatives to End Child Marriage and Dowry: Audio, Video, and Print
materials in 6 Languages
Nationwide application of social norms change materials to end child marriage in Nepal
Felicitated the youth activists who marry without dowry particularly one Doctor
Child Marriage Eradication Committee – best practice of the campaign has been incorporated into the draft national
strategy to end child marriage in Nepal
Youth for Change Launched in Nepal but with another local name “Volunteer for Nepal”
Innovative work on Child marriage and dowry free VDCs have been initiated

At BAAG we ensure that development of girls remain in the centre of policy debates about Afghanistan. A day before the
International London Conference on Afghanistan in December 2014, we arranged the Ayenda ‘Future’ civil society conference.
We dedicated a panel on youth (girls and boys). We also supported our NGO members to develop a position paper on girls’
rights and allow youth voices to be heard at policy-maker level. This was to keep the issue high on the new Afghan
Government’s agenda. BAAG will remain committed to raise the voices of Afghan girls in international policy debates and will
strive to attract international attention to the plight of Afghan girls.
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Ben Hoare Bell,
UK

At Ben Hoare Bell (BHB), we have continued to develop services for women and girls experiencing all forms of violence but, in
particular, for black and minority ethnic group (BME) women and girls in relation to FGM, and forced and early marriage so that
their human rights are met properly by access to justice. This has involved training lawyers and judges, police, social workers,
CAFCASS and academics about the special protective measures that can be put in place to safeguard vulnerable witnesses in
court, including use of the decoy court system which we have developed and successfully piloted. We are the only firm in the
North of England providing this expertise. We work in partnership with frontline BME experts in this work.

Birmingham and
Solihull
Women’s Aid, UK

Birmingham & Solihull Women’s Aid has forged ahead in its commitment to address FGM, following the Girl Summit in July
2014. Since then we have had many achievements. Amongst other work this year, 2015, we ran four community events with
our Community Champions, including an event on 14th February – with the Gambian community, attended by 35 women; and
an event on 19th March - with Arabic-speaking communities, attended by 40 women; an event on 27th March - with young
women, attended by 30; and an event on 28th March – with the Somali community and attended by 33, mainly older, women.
For many women, our events were the first time they had discussed FGM openly and they were surprised to understand quite
how widespread the practice is, and of the different types across many cultures. There was a mixed understanding of the law,
with some 50% not knowing it was illegal in UK. The events led to many women asking for more discussions that we plan to do
in the future.

Children’s
Dignity
Foundation,
Tanzania

On 26th, August 2014, Children’s Dignity Forum (CDF) in collaboration with UNFPA Tanzania, Graça Machel Trust (GMT),
Tanzania Media Women Association (TAMWA) and the Ministry of Community Development Gender and Children together
launched a National Campaign to End Child marriage in Tanzania, a campaign which was branded “Child Marriage Free Zone” to
be piloted in Mara Region. The campaign was launched by Ms. Graça Machel. The launching event brought together high level
dignitaries including former Tanzania President Hon. Benjamin Mkapa, Former Prime Minister Joseph Warioba, Head of UN
agencies, Development Partners EU, DFID etc., regional and districts commissioners, girls and young women etc. CDF as the
Secretariat of the Tanzania Ending Child Marriage Network worked closely with the Ministry of Community Development
Gender and Children (MCDGC) to make sure that the Tanzanian Government signed the Girls Summit Declaration. In
November, 2014 TECMN prepared a letter to the Government of Tanzania, through Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Co-operation, to request the Government of Tanzania to Co- Sponsor the UN General Assembly resolution on
child, early and forced marriage, the action was successful and the Tanzania Government agreed to co-sponsor the resolution.

Children’s
Investment Fund

To end child marriage within a generation, we need quality evidence to better understand its costs to girls, families,
communities and societies. Together, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and CIFF, are investing $4.2 million over three years
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Foundation
(CIFF), Global

to fund the most extensive data modelling ever undertaken, establishing the economic consequences of CEFM and the
economic case for putting a stop to it. The programme, led jointly by the International Center for Research on Women and the
World Bank, will strengthen the case for new, large scale programmes to prevent child marriage and serve to catalyse greater
attention and resources. CIFF is scoping new investment opportunities to a) delay early childbearing as a key intervention to
improve adolescent nutrition and prevent childhood stunting, particularly in South Asia, and b) improve understanding of the
dynamics that shape teenage pregnancy, and support incorporation of adolescent pregnancy indicators into existing data
platforms.

Coventry
University,
Europe

The REPLACE2 Project: ‘Researching FGM Intervention Programmes Linked to African Communities in the EU’ (funded by EC
Daphne 3 Programme) explores a radical new way to tackle FGM in the EU, by developing, implementing and evaluating an
innovative community-based approach, informed by behaviour change theories, which is aimed at challenging social norms and
community enforcement mechanisms that support the continuation of the practice in the EU. The REPLACE2 Toolkit and
Community Handbook will be available for free download from the REPLACE website: www.REPLACEFGM2.eu from November
2015. Coventry University has developed the UK’s first FGM web app aimed at young people in the UK. This will be launched in
London in July 2015. Professor Hazel Barrett has been working with Coventry City Council on their ‘It Stops With Me’ Campaign.
Coventry is the first and only UK local authority to pass a policy to tackle FGM.

FaithAction, UK

Since July 2014, FaithAction has produced guidance for faith leaders around domestic abuse. The guidance is to help faith
leaders – who are often seen as a point of safety and can identify things within communities that statutory services don’t have
access to – they know what domestic abuse is, how to identify it and can make recommendations on how to deal with the
things that they identify. FGM, forced marriage and honour killings are also referenced in the guidance, with contact details of
where to access further support and information for the faith leader and the individual concerned. The guidance, written with
financial support from Public Health England, is going to be launched in July 2015 and circulated to a number of faith leaders.
FaithAction has also worked with Restored to bring about a faith leaders pledge which will refer to domestic abuse generally
and encourage faith leaders to be aware of the issues.

Fatima Amin,
Pakistan

The highly motivating and energizing Girl Summit that took place in July 2014 had me all pumped up and I was determined to
eradicate such barbarous practices (FGM and Forced/early/child marriages) when I came back home to Pakistan. Here in
Pakistan, we hardly have FGM being practiced but forced, early and child marriages are very common. I have never favoured
such vices and this time became a saviour to my own sister by working to support her financially or else she would have been
forced to marry. I am an orphan, my dad died before I was even born and my mum is illiterate. At the same time I played an
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important role in my poor Pathan family by teaching some girls who couldn’t afford to study on their own. I wish if I had more
resources and facilities, I give you my word that I would have definitely helped saved many more innocent girls if God willed. I
am a visionary and want to serve humanity till death. Fingers crossed.
Fatimat Aduke
Obelawo, Nigeria

Sensitization and awareness creation about FGM and CEFM was completed in 89 communities in Osun, Nigeria. There have
been 89 cases of community abandonment since last year’s Summit. Awareness-raising on FGM/ CEFM using the mass media
took place during the celebration of 2015 Day Zero Tolerance to FGM/C on Feb. 6. I continue to network with major partners
towards FGM/C abandonment, including UNFPA/UNICEF Joint Programme which is operational in Osun state, being one of the
focus states in Nigeria. Advocacy aimed at traditional, religious and opinion Leaders has been undertaken in 20 communities.
We are currently conducting a needs assessment of circumcisers. Additionally, I continue to serve as a link between national
and international partners and communities and partners and to serve as a facilitator on FGM using Female Anatomical Model
supplied to IAC Osun by IAC National Office.

Forced Marriage
Commission, UK

The National Commission on Forced Marriage will report in December 2015. The report will examine, advise, make
recommendations and publicly report on the practice of forced marriage in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland;
examine, assess and make recommendations on existing legislation and assess the effectiveness of related mechanisms as
adequate responses to individuals wishing to enforce their rights; examine, assess and make recommendations on other
approaches, mediations and interventions to prevent forced marriage; inquire into, assess and make recommendations on the
response of public authorities (including the police, public health, local government, social services, housing and education
authorities) to reported threats and survivors of forced marriage; inquire into, assess and make recommendations on the work
of voluntary sector organisations working to combat Forced Marriage and ensure that the work of the Commission does not
raise concerns around discrimination and stigmatisation of any community.

Global Fund for
Women

At the Girl Summit, Global Fund for Women made its own commitment to ending FGM and early and forced marriage by
increasing the amount of funding directed to grassroots women's groups focused on girls’ empowerment. The funding is
focused on empowering local women’s groups and movements around the world to extend and adapt strategies that work and
have the potential for exponential impact. Last financial year, Global Fund for Women awarded 177 grants totalling $3,014,715
to 166 organizations across the globe working to empower girls and female adolescents. The top five issues addressed by these
groups included: rape/sexual assault/abuse; domestic violence; non-formal school; reproductive health; and incomegenerating projects. We know that ending child marriage and FGM are not standalone issues but are instead deeply connected
to building a more supportive enabling environment for the promotion of human rights for all girls and women. The women’s
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organizations that we support work on all aspects of the rights of women and girls such as education, violence, economic
empowerment, and civil and political rights, all necessary to be addressed in strategies for ending early child marriage and
FGM.
HACEP , Ghana

We have launched the #YouthForChange Ghana Movement, a platform for advocacy and action on ending child, early and
forced marriage and promoting girls rights. We mobilized 35 young people across the 10 regions of Ghana to form the Youth
Panel; we have built the membership base of the movement to over 250. We officially launched the #YouthForChange Ghana
on a National Radio (GBC) and have had three Youth Panel meetings. We plan to source support and funding to conduct series
of trainings and capacity building in advocacy and relevant areas for our Youth Panel and members, host the Northern
Conference, and implement the campaigns and strategies in the YOS.

Honor Diaries,
Global

Honor Diaries is the first film to break the silence on ‘honor violence’ against women and girls globally. An all-star cast of
women’s rights activists have come together in Honor Diaries to speak the truth: that culture is no excuse for abuse. Since the
Girl Summit, Honor Diaries has now been shown on more than 300 college campuses worldwide, in each of the USA’s 50 states,
and across 5 continents. Some of our most notable and educational screening events have taken place at the United Nations
Human Rights Council (Geneva), the Amnesty International Human Rights Center (London), and at the British House of
Commons.

International
Center for
Research on
Women (ICRW),
Global

ICRW has made significant progress in the first year of implementing its Girl Summit commitment, a ground-breaking study
with the World Bank to generate new global, regional, and country-level evidence on the consequences of child marriage and,
specifically, its economic impacts. We have developed a conceptual framework outlining the various pathways through which
child marriage may affect economic outcomes, held a technical workshop to obtain advice and inputs from leading global
experts, and conducted analyses of existing data to estimate and project economic costs resulting from child marriage across a
variety of countries. In June, we will host a technical workshop to present initial findings from the first phase of our three-phase
study, and move into the second phase of the study to collect and analyse data primarily from three countries. We will launch a
website in the fall of this year, where results from our study can be found. We continue to press for commitments from policymakers in the United States and at the United Nations to end child marriage, including as a key indicator for the SDGs.

Integrate Bristol,
UK

Since the Girl Summit, our young people have been delivering FGM awareness in schools and training front line professionals in
FGM safeguarding nationally. They supported several organisations wishing to start their own groups and are proud to have
delivered awareness-raising sessions in a mosque and in two all girls’ Islamic schools in London. In the past year, our young
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people have spoken to 6,000 people directly and more than 30,000 indirectly. Last summer, we made a new, media-based
educational resource for use in schools. In February 2015 we hosted a conference on ending FGM and VAWG through
education. 400 people attended, including teachers, head teachers, medical professionals, social workers and police and most
of the workshops were delivered by young people. A group of our young women have also made a music video as a tribute to
the late Efua Dorkenoo OBE, founder of The Girl Generation, reiterating the promise to continue fighting for an end to GBV.
International
Centre for
Reproductive
Health (ICRH),
Europe

ICRH is a partner in a research project entitled MATRIFOR, which examines forced marriage as a form of human trafficking in
Spain, Italy and Belgium (2013-2015). ICRH performed a qualitative research study among professionals that are confronted
with CEFM in Belgium (in 2014). The study identified a number of challenges in the provision of appropriate services for and
protection of potential victims, as well as in adequate prosecution of cases of CEFM. On December 4 and 5 2014, ICRH
organized a seminar on “Policies in Europe on CEFM”, within the conference “Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights Today
and Tomorrow”. On March 25 2015, ICRH organized a national seminar on child and forced marriages. ICRH published 3 papers
on CEFM.

International
Horn University,
Somaliland

Since the world Girl Summit, Hargeisa, Somaliland, has taken its biggest step forward so far in regards to FGM/C, with full
backing and commitment of the First Lady of Somaliland and vowed mutual cooperation among direct stakeholders. After the
summit, IHU (Sheik Almis) has had fruitful meeting with the First Lady on September 2014, which was also attended by the
Minister of Religious Affairs, Dr Edna Adan, Sheikh Ismail to discuss the religious perspective of the FGM initiative and how the
government can be involved throughout. On 5th November 2014, a group of IHU, UNICEF delegates and the first lady of the
Republic of Somaliland met at the presidential palace and discussed the issue of FGM. From both meetings what become clear
was that the biggest challenge to face Somaliland’s mission in reaching zero tolerance towards FGM/C was the divided views of
the Religious leaders. From those totally opposing to those 100% giving full support. From this it was agreed to hold a strategic
planning meeting for core groups and a national conference of disseminating the outcomes of the girl summit to the cabinet
and all relevant stakeholders then plan for the way forward.

Jan Trust, UK

Since the Girl Summit, we have worked with thousands of young people, practitioners and community members in over 24
boroughs across London and the UK with our award winning Against Forced Marriages campaign - raising awareness and
preventing forced marriages. We continued providing a forced marriage helpline and also work with perpetrators to change
mind-sets. We also provide holistic support to victims.
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National Inter
Religious
Network On
VAW (NIRN),
Nepal

NIRN Nepal, with the support of UNICEF/UNFPA, has launched the Partnership with Religious Networks and Structures to end
child marriage and other harmful practices. Achievements: Reforming entrenched cultural beliefs about child marriage cannot
end overnight does not come out easy but with communities effort it will be possible. Most people in the community have
understood that child marriage is a tradition. But traditions are not static – they evolve. Traditions that are harmful and that
have outlived their purpose must be challenged. We have developed theologically based manuals that emphasize a women‘s
and child’s right to safety and a perpetrator’s responsibilities to end child marriage. Some religious leaders are playing vital
roles to end child marriage and harmful practices. Religious leaders are educating around 180,000 community people through
different religious platforms.

No Peace
without Justice,
West Africa

We have set up a group of young people who provide tutoring for children, especially girls, to support their schoolwork and
encourage them to pursue their education. With the Association of Journalists, we organised an informational day on violence
against girls, including FGM, forced marriage, rape and sexual abuse. We continue our regular meetings with young people
about their rights and duties as well as confidence-building measures for girls. We have organized workshops focusing on the
implementation of United Nations General Assembly resolutions 67/146 and 69/150, “Intensifying Global Efforts for the
Elimination of FGM” in Cote d’Ivoire, Mauritania, Senegal, the Gambia and Niger, and plan to hold similar workshops in Guinea
and Burkina Faso. We will also co-organize a Regional Ministerial Consultation in West Africa to build political will, facilitate
cooperation among neighbouring states and share best practices on compliance with and adoption of anti-FGM legislation.

Overseas
Development
Institute (ODI),
Global

ODI’s Social Development Team in collaboration with partners in southern research institutes, has been working to address
discrimination, marginalisation and exclusion – especially in relation to girls. Over the past nine months, ODI has undertaken an
extensive research project within Ethiopia to map child marriage practice and programmes. This study, funded by UNICEF and
DFID, looks to provide a regional snapshot of child marriage prevalence, the number of girls at risk, assesses the preventative
mechanisms in place, and identifies local, regional and national level forces for change. ODI is also undertaking a 4-year DFIDfunded programme in Ethiopia, Nepal, Uganda and Vietnam, focussing on gender norms, education and early marriage for
adolescent girls. We have also been conducting studies in Gaza, Liberia and Sri Lanka to analyse the extent to which services for
adolescent girls in post-conflict settings are informed by gender and social norms. This research aims to help inform
programmers, service providers and policy makers of appropriate and culturally sensitive approaches towards mental health and
psychosocial stresses for adolescent girls in post–conflict situations.

Office for
Economic

In 2014, the OECD’s Development Centre launched the third edition of the Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI), which
includes indicators measuring prevalence as well as legislative frameworks of FGM and child, early and forced marriage for 160
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Cooperation and
Development
(OECD), Global

countries. SIGI results highlight that the number of early marriages is decreasing in developing countries but remains pervasive,
with 16% of girls 15-19 years old married. In the 28 countries where FGM is a widespread practice, 45% of women and girls
have been victims. Measuring discriminatory social institutions is critical for tracking the efficacy of the implementation of laws
and efforts and supporting more targeted and evidence-based actions. In May 2015, the OECD’s Development Assistance
Committee (DAC) adopted a new purpose code in its statistical system to track aid in support of ending violence against women
and girls. This new tool will, for the first time, track donor funding for ending violence against women and girls, including
female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C) and child, early and forced marriage. This is an essential step towards strengthening
monitoring of and accountability for donors’ efforts in support of the elimination of all forms of violence against women and
girls.

Orchid Project,
Global

Orchid Project continued work with our partners towards the abandonment of female genital cutting; December 2014 saw 121
communities in the Fouta, Senegal abandon, 42 as a result of our social mobilisation project with Tostan. We held an event
in the Danish Parliament where Mah Cissé shared her experience leading 14 communities from Bamako in declaring an end to
FGC. On February 5th we held an event at the UK Consulate in New York. We held a panel event at the Commission on the
Status of Women on FGC in the Middle East and Asia, comprising of activists working in Iran, Iraq and Indonesia. We supported
partners to attend the first Tostan Training Centre in Senegal and will hold a Knowledge Sharing Workshop in Kenya for our
partners and others to share best practice. We continue to work to support the inclusion of eliminating FGC within the
Sustainable Development Goals

Oxfam, Global

Oxfam’s My Rights, My Voice programme has continued to integrate FGC and CEFM in its work in countries including Nepal,
Niger and Mali, with a range of activities to engage young people and change community attitudes. In the Philippines we have
continued with partners to push for mandatory training in schools and villages on the risks of early and child marriage,
alongside other gender issues; in Yemen, our work with partners led to a Safe Age of Marriage being included in the Draft
Constitution published in January 2015, although sadly the current conflict has severely set back progress. Oxfam has and will
continue to further address the broader gender injustice and inequality, which drives CEFM and FGM, throughout our work
including our inequality campaign, our advocacy for a gender equality goal in the Sustainable Development Goals framework,
our Knowledge Hub on violence against women, and advancing our organisational roadmap for women’s rights.

Marta Santos
Pais, Special
Representative

I have advocated for countries to develop comprehensive multi-sectoral National Plans of Action on Violence against Children
supported by national child protection systems in order to prevent and respond to all forms of violence against children,
including harmful practices. Now more than 90 countries have a national strategy to prevent and address violence. I have
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of the UN
Secretary
General on
Violence against
Children,
Portugal

continued to promote and disseminate research on the prevalence, causes and consequences of all forms of violence, including
child and forced marriage and FGM/C. On 11th February 2015, I joined hands with the African Union, the Permanent Mission of
Zambia to the United Nations and the African Child Policy Forum, to launch the African Report on Violence against Children
(ARVAC) to accelerate global, pan-African, and national efforts to prevent and respond to all forms of violence, including child
and forced marriage and FGM/C. I have also advocated for the inclusion of violence against children, including harmful
practices, in the post-2015 development agenda as a distinct and cross-cutting priority concern. Ending all forms of violence,
including child and forced marriage and FGM/C, are now a core component of the new Sustainable Development Goals.

Plan UK, Global

Over the year, Plan UK has prioritised the issues of FGM/C and child marriage in its flagship UK campaigns which have engaged
thousands of people to show their support for efforts to end child marriage and FGM, and secured significant digital support
and media coverage. Working with DFID and #YouthForChange we have secured further funding to make sure that the dynamic
young people who engaged in the #YouthForChange summit and the Girl Summit are able to continue to enable youth
movements in four countries, as well as globally, with the aim of ending FGM and Child Marriage. Plan UK has deployed £1.5
million from our Girls Fund to support projects tackling FGM/C and Child Marriage in Egypt. We continue to undertake intense
fundraising to projects tackling FGM/C and Child marriage. We launched our annual State of the World’s Girls Report: Pathways
to Power: Creating Sustainable Change for Adolescent Girls in October 2014. We have continued to work on seeking
Commonwealth Governments’ and the Commonwealth Secretariat’s support to end child marriage. We have been working to
support adolescent girl activists to bring about change in Malawi on Child Marriage.

Population
Foundation of
India (PFI), India

In many parts of India, even today a girl child is seen as a burden and not worth investing in. Ending child marriage is a matter
of women’s rights, health and gender justice – of treating women with dignity and equality. Main Kuch Bhi Kar Sakti Hoon, a
trans-media initiative launched by PFI, aims to increase women’s agency by enhancing knowledge and changing perceptions on
social determinants of health, as well as by challenging social norms around early marriages, first pregnancy, spacing between
births, contraceptive use and sex selection. Using a 360 degree communication approach, the intervention has reached out to
intended audiences through TV, radio, mobile and an intensive outreach through NGO partners in five districts each of Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh. 429 viewers/listeners groups have been formed in villages and urban slums of the two states. The end
line evaluation of Season I of the drama series has revealed a positive change in the community post exposure. Awareness of
Child Marriage Act among all the three target groups (married men, women and unmarried youths) in the exposed group
increased from 73% in the baseline to 86%.
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Population
Council, Global

The Population Council is leading the DFID-funded Female Genital Mutilation and Cutting (FGM/C) Research Programme.
Through this programme, the Council is supporting research to end FGM/C in Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia, and
Sudan, and potentially in Burkina Faso, the Gambia, and Senegal. Working with partners in Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, and
Tanzania, the Council is developing and evaluating cost-effective, sustainable approaches to delaying marriage in child marriage
“hotspots” in sub-Saharan Africa. The Council’s BALIKA project is evaluating approaches to prevent child marriage and improve
life opportunities for girls in rural Bangladesh. BALIKA is expected to report results in 2016. The Population Council is also
implementing and evaluating a program for vulnerable adolescent girls in Zambia to help them avoid early marriage; sexually
transmitted infections; and unintended pregnancy. And, in Belize, Guatemala, and Mexico, the Population Council’s Abriendo
Oportunidades project provides vulnerable Mayan girls with skills and support to improve their lives.

Rashid Begum,
UK

I am a former Police officer and have retrained as Solicitor for the police specialising in safeguarding. Since the Girl Summit, I
have continued raising awareness and supporting victims. Since November 2014, I have been involved full time with the Her
Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary as part of a team designing and delivering an inspection programme for all police forces
across England and Wales and how they deal with honour-based violence cases (including forced marriage and FGM).

Rosa Fund (for
tackling FGM),
Esmee Fairburn
Foundation, UK

In the past year, grass-roots organisations achieved the following with Rosa funding: Over 100 members of FGM affected
communities were recruited and trained as Champions / Advocates, spreading abandonment messages amongst affected
communities in the UK. Over 400 men from FGM affected communities were engaged in the end-FGM campaign. This has
included imams and community leaders. We raised awareness with over 3,000 members of FGM affected communities,
leading to increased rejection of all types of FGM. Over 1,600 frontline health, education and social work professionals received
training on FGM, reporting increased ability to identify and protect girls at risk. Over 5,000 young people were engaged in the
end-FGM campaign through training, leadership and creative activities, influencing families and communities to end the
practice. Over 500 FGM survivors received 1-to-1 support including counselling, referrals to specialist services and advocacy.
Over 30 referrals of children at risk were made to social services.

Royal College of
Midwives, UK

The Royal College of Midwives continues to work with our partners in the Medical Royal Colleges, FIGO, International
Confederation of Midwives (ICM), community organisations, UK government and survivors in a variety of ways to progress the
recommendations in the Intercollegiate report within the context of our pledge to the Girl Summit to work to End FGM. Examples:
Participated in sponsored fundraising with survivors for FGM Billboard; supported the UK government’s proposals for mandatory
reporting by health professionals of ‘known’ cases of FGM and in particular for girls under 18; worked with the UK Department
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of Health on the development of FGM prevalence dataset ]; these statistics are now published at NHS Trust level which includes
the numbers of newly identified cases of FGM and active/ongoing cases; lobbied with others and supported the Department of
Health in developing guidance on commissioning safe services to support women and girls with FGM. The RCM also contributed
to the development of Risk and Safeguarding Guidance for Health Professionals to support NHS organisations in developing or
reviewing safeguarding policies and procedures around female genital mutilation (FGM). The RCM is now in the process of
developing / producing information for survivors of FGM on the physical and psychological health consequences of FGM.
Royal College of
Nursing, UK

The RCN remains committed to tackling the discrimination and violation of the human rights of girls and women including
through awareness-raising and enhancing understanding of FGM among healthcare professionals, in particular nurses,
midwives and healthcare assistants. During the past year, we have engaged with a wide range of nurses, midwives and health
visitors, as well as students and health care assistants/assistant practitioners. We have improved understanding of how
healthcare can best support victims, safeguard those at risk and contribute to enhancing service provision to provide better
care for those affected by FGM. Our work can be: individually focused – advising individual members about best practice;
targeted at specific groups – e.g. practice nurses, health visitors or school nurses or midwives; focused on national operational
and strategic targeted activities, such as active contributions to national events aimed at discussing forced marriage, violence
against women, trafficking and any safeguarding issue where vulnerable women may interface with healthcare. Achievements
include: RCN Publications on FGM; including the RCN School Nurse Toolkit; RCN Conferences on FGM in February, March and
April, contributions to government consultations, and continuing work with the Department for Health on clarifying data
collection.

Royal
Commonwealth
Society, Global

The Royal Commonwealth Society has worked with Governments and the Commonwealth Secretariat to advocate for increased
action to end child marriage; to support the work of the Secretariat on child marriage and tackling gender inequality. The Royal
Commonwealth Society has launched the Commonwealth Youth Gender and Equality Network. This network is a group of
young policy experts working together on girls and women’s rights within the Commonwealth, including a focus on child
marriage and FGM/C under the broader theme of sexual and reproductive health and rights
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Civil Society
Forum for Child
Rights (ROSC),
Mozambique

After the Girl Summit, our main commitment as Civil Society National Partnership to End Child Marriage (GNB in Mozambique)
was to ensure the Government´s commitment to develop and approve the National Strategy to Prevent and Eliminate Child
Marriage and launch the respective National Campaign. Our National Partnership has put strong pressure on the Government
to take its responsibility to lead this process. At the moment, we expect that the final draft will be approved by the
Government in the coming months. The process of drafting the strategy was participatory and there was a strong involvement
of civil society through GNB. Soon after the Summit, the Government launched the National Campaign involving CSO at
national and local level. As a follow-up of the Girl Summit, our National Partnership held the National Girl Conference in
November 2014, which resulted in a list of specific recommendations for the elimination of child marriage in Mozambique.

Sheena
Crawford, UK

I have continued to work as a consultant to further our goals to end FGM/C and Child Marriage. I completed a situational
analysis of FGM/C in the three zones of Somalia, identifying new issues around FGM/C in Somalia. At the Girl Summit, the
Government of Ethiopia committed to ending Child Early and Forced Marriage by 2025. I lead the team for the IMC Worldwide
Independent Evaluators to the MSP-implemented, End Child Marriage Programme in East and West Gojam, Amhara, which is
run through the Bureau of Women, Children and Youth Affairs. In Autumn 2014, we conducted both the Annual Review of the
Programme and the Mid-Term Review. In February 2015, I was the External Advisor to the Annual Review of the DFID-funded,
£35 million Towards Ending FGM/C in Africa and Beyond. In May, I was asked by UNICEF to facilitate their strategy meetings for
the Global End Child Marriage Programme. I am also leading a team to carry out Independent Evaluation of the DFID-funded,
£12 million Sudan Free From FGC Programme. The Independent Evaluation consortium is run by IMC Worldwide, with RAND
consultants, Portsmouth University and Forcier Consulting.

Southall Black
Sisters, UK

Southall Black Sisters (SBS) have continued to work on child and early forced marriage - helping girls and young women to
escape forced marriage and to rebuild their lives. Some of these cases involve repatriated victims of forced marriage who we
have worked with the Government’s Forced Marriage Unit to assist. We have helped to resettle them in the UK in a safe and
secure environment. We have also undertaken work in schools and colleges to change attitudes and behaviour. SBS helpline:
020 8571 0800.
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Stars
Foundation,
Global

The Girl Summit saw four organisations commit to creating an awards initiative to identify and empower strong, local
organisations working with and for girls. Now a group of eight, the With and For Girls Collective is made up of: Empower,
MamaCash, NoVo Foundation, Plan UK, Global Fund for Children, Nike Foundation, The Malala Fund and Stars Foundation. We’ve
committed a combined $1 million to award 20 girl-focused organisations with up to $50,000 in flexible funding. The voices of
girls are at the heart of this process. We’ve created girl judging-panels and this year’s winners will help shape next year’s process.
We want to shine a light on the real game-changers within the sector, and see more girl-led organisations receive the flexible
funding they deserve. We’ll be holding a high-profile awards ceremony and campaign to demonstrate the value of funding girlled organisations whilst exposing the funding gap that lies within our sector.

Sujag Sansar
Organization
(SSO), Pakistan

SSO is responding to the commitments made at Girl Summit 2014, and has raised awareness among 1,345 individuals through
effective theatre tool and media coverage, due to low literacy rates. Theater is a very easy to understand and an interesting tool
to create awareness among the communities living in remote areas. Two international media entities, BBC and Japan
Broadcasting, recorded the theater performances. BBC aired the documentaries in Urdu (the languages spoken and
comprehended in Pakistan and India and some of other South Asia regional countries) and English language. SSO also involved
folk singers and dancers in spreading information on early child and forced marriages through specifically composed songs and
T-Shirts with message. The folk singers and dancer clad in T-shirts also perform in marriage parties and such other traditional
parties. This is also proving very effective initiatives on the part of folk singers.

TearFund, Kenya

In June 2015, we included a specific outcome relating to ending FGM/C in our SV strategy. We also committed to tackling child
marriage in the context of FGM/C. In December 2014, Tearfund held a two-day event on “Engaging faith leaders in breaking the
cycle of FGM/C in Kenya”. This event was attended by faith leaders, government officials and CSO. In Kenya Tearfund
commissioned a research into the potential of faith in ending FGM/C in Kenya. This research was disseminated during a two- day
event “Engaging faith leaders in breaking the cycle of FGM/C in Kenya” in Nairobi, December 2014. The event was attended by
35 faith leaders, government officials, and members of universities as well as CSOs. The dissemination event highlighted the
following: there is a need for faith leaders to understand the nature of FGM/C as a harmful practice and the potential of faith to
respond to the issue. There is a need for universities (particularly seminaries training faith leaders) to equip theological students
on community engagement in response to FGM/C.
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The Girl
Generation,
Global

Launched in October 2014, The Girl Generation is a communications initiative working to galvanize and amplify the growing
Africa-led movement to end FGM. Supporting the movement to grow its voice, The Girl Generation is building a collective of
organisations and individuals behind a common vision. We are equipping members to communicate more effectively and
positively about ending FGM, spreading positive stories of change across the African continent, and calling for increased
resourcing for efforts to end FGM. Supported by an inspirational range of young women’s rights and FGM activist advisors,
activities are now in full swing. With over 60 member organisations from across the globe, more from Africa than from any
other continent, our membership is growing rapidly. Activities have begun in Kenya and The Gambia, with new countries,
including Nigeria, coming on board in late 2015. You too can become part of The Girl Generation - sign-up via our website
(www.thegirlgeneration.org), Facebook or Twitter (#thegirlgen). Together we can end FGM.

Tostan, West
Africa

In 2014 and 2015, Tostan has continued to support the Government of Senegal’s established goal of total abandonment of FGC
by 2017. Tostan’s Community Empowerment Program (CEP) is currently in place in 180 communities across the country. In
2014, 121 communities participated in a large public declaration for the abandonment of FGC in northern Senegal. Tostan's
efforts have also led to the growth of the movement for the abandonment of FGC and child marriage in The Gambia, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, and Mauritania, with a total of 180 new communities — representing 12,682 direct participants —
engaged in Tostan’s CEP as of March 2015. Tostan reinforced the global effort to end FGC and child marriage by sharing
information on content, methodology and strategy for changing social norms at the Tostan Training Centre (TTC). In 2015, a
pilot training included 21 development practitioners and students from across East and West Africa, Europe and North
America. The TTC will officially launch in 2016.

WADI, Middle
East

In March 2015, Stop FGM Middle East spoke about FGM in Iran at the UN Women’s Commission on the Status of Women SideEvent. We also contributed a report on FGM in Iran in 2015 to the NGO submissions to the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child to encourage UN to officially recognise the existence of FGM in Iran. WADI and UNICEF supported Kurdish Regional
Government (KRG) in Iraq’s campaign against FGM tackling all sectors of society, including training midwives and police,
providing village education, lectures in schools and regular awareness-raising films on television. WADI is planning to open a
Research and Consultation Center for FGM and Reproductive Health in the Middle East located in Suleymania, Iraq.

The Wellbeing
Foundation, PanAfrica

The Wellbeing Foundation is proud to share our achievements, challenges, and future plans on our commitment to The Girl
Summit. Over the years, we have continued to emphasise the need and urgency to end forced, early and child marriage and
female genital mutilation in all of our advocacy. In September 2013 and 2014, our Founder-President, Her Excellency, Mrs
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Toyin Saraki, spoke at Wycombe Abbey girls’ school, in England, encouraging girls to strive hard for the equality they deserve.
In Nigeria, WBF was a major voice among the Legislative Advocacy Coalition on Violence Against Women (LACVAW), which led
to the successful legalisation of the Violence Against Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Bill, which has now been signed into law in
Nigeria.
UK Police

Each force has completed a full self-inspection template to determine current practice, ensure policy was uniformly adhered to
and to help instruct a national problem profile. This included an assessment of recording, flagging and tracking practices;
understanding of HBV/FM and FGM; staff training and awareness; action to undertake HBV; proactive work undertaken with
affected communities. This informed a national action plan, which places an emphasis on increasing referrals, improving
intelligence and identifying best practice. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) has commenced a national round
of inspections and peer reviews to include how forces protect vulnerable people. The inspections included thematic areas such
as Harmful Practices, CSE, Vulnerability Recognition. Authorised Professional Practice guidance has been developed and
published by the College of Policing to ensure that officers of every rank have access to the most up-to-date guidance possible
to ensure consistency of response and investigation. The Police and CPS have conducted joint training on FGM/HBA/FM
nationally. Toolkits have been written in several forces and a national case transfer document has been developed and rolled
out nationally. Some forces have commenced risk assessment training, facilitated by Karma Nirvana.

UNDP, Global

The United Nations Development Programme supports the efforts of national partners to develop and implement the required
legal and policy frameworks to combat all forms of sexual and gender-based violence. We use our convening power as the UN’s
lead development organization to advocate for gender equality, women’s empowerment and the rights of women and girls,
including through public awareness and community mobilization campaigns on the prevention of and response to sexual and
gender-based violence. Addressing FGM and child early and forced marriage are integral aspects of this work. Eliminating FGM
and CEFM are vital to the achievement of gender equality and human development.
Addressing FGM
In Egypt, UNDP contributed to the development of the National Strategy to Combat FGM, launched in June 2015. Since 2003,
UNDP has mobilized citizens to combat FGM in 160 villages. According to the latest figures, the percentage of circumcised girls
aged 15-17 dropped from 74% in 2008 to 61% in 2014.
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Child Marriage
In Zambia, UNDP supported advocacy campaigns which resulted in traditional leaders taking interest in preventing Gender
Based Violence (GBV) and child marriages and ultimately increasing GBV cases taken to court from 25.3% in 2011 to 44.2% in
2014.
UNICEF, Global

The world is celebrating 25 years since the Convention on the Rights of the Child. As we shape the next generation of
development goals, together with governments and partners, UNICEF has made progress on its key Girl Summit commitments
to ending harmful practices: getting girls into school; mobilizing families and communities; investing in services; and generating
and using data.
UNICEF’s major results have been through its country programmes. In 2014, 21 countries worked on ending FGM/C reaching at
least 5.6 million people. Working through the UNFPA-UNICEF joint programme on FGM/C in 17 of these countries, some 20,000
young people were mobilized to call for an end to the practice and 1,007 communities publicly declared abandonment of
FGM/C.
Last year, 38 countries programmed to end child marriage. Of these, 18 now have national strategies or plans on child
marriage, five of which have been costed. To strengthen global investment to end child marriage, UNICEF embarked on a
global programme with UNFPA spanning Africa, Asia and the Middle East.
UNICEF programmes promote school enrolment and retention for girls. It also supports grass-roots work empowering girls with
life skills. Community conversations enable families to agree on how to end harmful practices. Innovations such as U-Report
and social media are giving visibility to young change makers across communities and countries.
Since the Girl Summit, UNICEF helped organize six national launches of the African Union Campaign to End Child Marriage. It
also supported the South Asia Initiative to End Violence against Children action plan to end child marriage.
UNICEF data and projections on the future trends in FGM/C and child marriage have informed the debates on the post-2015
development agenda.
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UNFPA, Global

UNFPA continues to work on supporting governments, civil society partners, and young people in ending child marriage by
making evidence-based investments in the poorest adolescent girls. Since July 2014, UNFPA, in partnership with UNICEF, has
established a Global Programme on accelerating action to end child marriage. The Global Programme is a multi-sectoral, multistakeholder initiative to provide technical leadership and accelerate progress on the ground toward ending child marriage. It
will initially cover 12 countries in four regions. UNFPA has successfully advocated for the inclusion of a target and related
indicator on harmful practices, including children marriage, in the proposed sustainable Development Goals. UNFPA is also
actively supporting the Africa campaign to end child marriage.

Victor Moinina,
Sierra Leone

Almost a year after the Girl Summit, the work continues on inspiring women despite the catastrophic claims of Ebola in Sierra
Leone. I have met with DFID Sierra Leone and introduced my team. We were introduced to the Forum Against Harmful Practices
and we are waiting to work with them on a full scale. I had a further opportunity to visit Tamale Ghana to build a strong link with
my Ghanaian Counterpart who also attended the Summit. During my stay, I saw some of their activities. After leaving, I was
contacted to aid in providing participants for the national consultation which I did graciously. I also brought forward the issue of
FGM at the African Union youth working group and in my university in Yaoundé, Cameroon where that practice has been strongly
banned by the Government. Thus, it is clear that the FGM message is being carried on always.

Vision for
Learning and
Peace, Sudan

Vision for Learning and Peace is working for the consolidation of an atmosphere of cooperation and trust with the local
community and has engaged in work on the elimination of child marriage and FGM within a generation. Achievements: the
celebration of the International Day of the Girl, in partnership with civil society organizations and grassroots groups, under the
slogan of "No decision on behalf of girls without them". The programme for the day included in-depth discussions with religious
people, families and the girls themselves to change behaviour, attitudes and knowledge on child marriage and FGM. Leaflets
were distributed to families and the community and dialogues held with parliamentarians, religious and community leaders,
media personnel and the child, Ishtiaq - the youngest Sudanese mother - were documented. Events and workshops were also
held to celebrate the 16 days to combat violence against women, the international day for the combat against FGM, and
International Women’s Day. A project on the elimination of culturally justified violence commenced with a focus on FGM and
child marriage in April 2015.

Voix des femmes
(Voices of

Following the 2014 Girl Summit, Voix des femmes (VDF) continues to focus on awareness raising while also developing new
approaches. These include prevention, care and social reintegration as well as training benefiting the people.
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women), Burkina
Faso

In its participative approach, VDF reinforced its actions to prevent FGM through educational debates and group discussions
with students, members of women’s associations and community/family groups. Cinema debates, theatre, and ‘No Taboo’
Games in school clubs and youth spaces are important dissemination channels for educational messages.
Care for victims has been integrated into our actions and consists of repair of consequences and complications related to FGM.
This care takes into account psychological, judicial and social issues as well. Social reintegration also includes accompanying
victims with income generating activities.
Training allows VDF to build local capacity in terms of the fights against FGM and child marriage, including among opinion
leaders, members of associations, school club and youth representatives and personnel of VDF.

World Health
Organisation,
Global

WHO is involved in - research priority setting, research and evaluation, guideline development, advocacy and country support.
Since the Girl summit WHO has undertaken numerous activities to strengthen research and evidence on CEFM an FGM. For
example, WHO have also collaborated with the Inter-Parliamentary Union to map laws relating to child marriage in 37 AsiaPacific countries. In India WHO are leading the evaluation of a Ford-foundation supported project aiming to strengthen a
collective response of the government and civil society to end child marriage through a district-level convergence approach,
being implemented by MAMTA- Health Institute for Mother and Child, an Indian NGO. On FGM/C, WHO published research
priorities on clinical aspects of FGM/C, in collaboration with its research network (Abdulcadir J, Rodriguez MI, Say L.). WHO has
also been developing Guidelines on: “The Management of Health Complications from Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)” which
is being developed in collaboration with UNFPA/UNICEF. WHO has been supporting country-level planning, implementing and
monitoring policies and programmes to prevent and respond to child marriages and FGM/C. One example was through a
regional seminar for Asia-Pacific parliaments on ‘Ending the cycle of violence against girls in Asia-Pacific organized by the InterParliamentary Union.

World Vision,
Global

World Vision is delivering our Girl Summit commitments on many fronts including: Partnering with 1) Promundo in India, we
successfully piloted the innovative ‘men care’ approach to challenge men on CEFM. With Islamic Relief we are rolling-out
‘Channels of Hope’ to catalyse faith community action against CEFM and FGM/C. At the 2015 UN Commission on Status of
Women, we put “girls at the centre” highlighting CEFM and FGM/C, with DfID, Plan UK and others. 2) We reviewed how many
children in our long-term programmes have birth certificates and are promoting increased birth registration. Particularly in
West Africa and India we are increasing Life Skills training to encourage gender equality, self-protection and advocacy against
CEFM and FGM/C. Our new framework to prevent, mitigate and respond to gender-based violence in emergencies targets
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CEFM and FGM/C. In East Africa and Nepal, we are researching how effectively our child protection programmes address CEFM
and FGM/C.
28 Too Many,
Global

28 Too Many partnered with sports development charity, Cricket Without Boundaries, and inspirational cricket team, The
Maasai Cricket Warriors (MCW), to develop a pioneering sport based anti-FGM programme. A pilot programme was run in
Laikipa, Kenya in Feb 2015 where FGM is still prevalent. Meetings were held with the Local Elders, Deputy Commissioner and
Head of Police to secure high level support which was essential to ensure good participation in the programme. The leadership
of the MCW was also critical in encouraging views that this was a positive change for the Maasai. During the project more than
1750 boys and girls received cricket coaching and FGM awareness training. In addition, 25 adults including teachers, youth
workers and health professionals, were trained to be ongoing coaches to the young people. The community committed to end
FGM and want to run further programmes and take the message to neighbouring villages.

35

